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September Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Thursday 1st  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 4th  Trinity 15 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 6th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 8th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 

Sunday 11th  Trinity 16 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Family Service 

Tuesday 13th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 15th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 18th  Trinity 17 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 20th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 22nd  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at Little Baddow 

Sunday 25th  Trinity 18 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 27th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 28th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 29th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at East Hanningfield 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Rev Mark Meatcher revd.meatcher@gmail.com   

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor    222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair martinkcross@gmail.com 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 697015  

 Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

Uniformed Organisations’ Leaders 

 Jean Blake Group Scout 603155 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Steve Eatly Cubs  07957 802898 

 Aimee Agombar Scouts  07549 206055 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

I am writing this letter for the 

September magazine on the day 

after Tea on the Green and our 

Songs of Praise with the 

Chelmsford Salvation Army 

Band. It was a wonderful 

afternoon with almost 200 adults 

and children attending. Many 

thanks to all who served tea and 

distributed the lovely homemade 

cake, as well a special thanks to 

all who made the cakes. 

At the service, I pointed out that 

prayer is very important. 

Caroline, my wife, gave an 

example of answered prayer and 

for our need to ask and it will be 

given to you, seek and you will 

find, knock and the door will be 

opened to you. 

It is wonderful that our church is 

open during the day every day. It 

is lovely to look at the visitor’s 

book and read the lovely 

comments that are made about 

our church. If you haven’t been 

into St. Andrew’s during the day, 

then please try it. You can just sit 

and be relaxed, or you can read 

the bible, or take part in one of 

our special prayer trails around 

the church. 

Every month we prayer for a 

road in the parish and we deliver 

a small leaflet to the road 

informing them that their road is 

being prayed for that month and 

asking if they have anything they 
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wish us to pray for. Requests 

can be placed in the prayer box 

on the visitors table by the font. 

It is always a delight for us to 

receive prayer requests. 

This September sees the 

publication of our second Prayer 

Diary. In this are all the members 

of our congregation, local needs, 

national and international items 

for prayer as well as the roads of 

our parish. The diary is repeated 

each month. It was lovely 

updating the diary recently to 

see all the new people who had 

joined us since last October. 

So you can see that prayer is an 

important part of our life and it 

was good to receive recently 

from our Archbishop a special 

prayer after the recent 

referendum. Archbishop Welby 

has adapted the Lord’s Prayer to 

help us to focus our prayers. 

Imagine if we prayed this prayer 

every day? Take up the 

challenge to use it each day 

when you pray. 

Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name 

We lift the name of Jesus high over the UK, Europe and the European 

Union. We worship Him as Lord of every nation in our continent. 

We pray for Your Kingdom to come 

In and through all the decisions to be taken both in the UK and within 

the EU. 

For Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Through Teresa May as she takes up her office as Prime Minister and in 

our relationships and negotiations with all the EU leaders. 

(Con�nued on page 6) 

Pictures courtesy of George Turner 

taken at the Tea on the Green  

on 7th August 
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Give us today our daily bread 

We pray for reconciliation at every level in our society. We ask for peace 

on our streets and protection for our nation. We ask for political and 

economic stability as we move forward. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us 

Lord, have mercy on us as a nation. Lord have mercy on us as Your 

church. Lord, have mercy on every nation in Europe. 

Lead is not into temptation but deliver us from evil 

Help us as a nation to show compassion and uphold Your justice in 

economic uncertainty. Protect us from greed, corruption and evil. Help 

us as a church to share Your love and talk about Jesus. Where there is 

division, tension, deception, let us bring Your peace and integrity. 

For the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory are Yours now and 

forever 

We pray that Your name will be glorified. We pray for the spread of the 

good news of Jesus. We pray for the great spiritual heritage of our 

nation and Europe, that you bless us again. We bless every nation with 

the blessing of Your shalom peace across our continent. Amen. 

With my love and prayers, 

Terry 

(Con�nued from page 5) 
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The new season of Scottish 

dancing begins on Monday 

12th September at 7:30 in 

Sandon School. 

Scottish country dancing is a 

modern form of the country 

dancing popular in England and 

Scotland in the 18th century. It is 

a sociable style of dance which 

usually involves sets of 3 to 5 

couples dancing to music played 

on the fiddle, accordion, piano, 

drums, etc. The dancers dance a 

sequence of formations, which 

will leave them in a new order, 

repeated enough times to bring 

them back to their original 

starting positions. 

It is most important to wear 

something you feel comfortable 

in. For the weekly classes, men 

do not normally wear a kilt. For 

the Saturday social dances men 

often wear a kilt (although this is 

by no means compulsory!), 

whilst women tend to wear a 

dress or skirt. For weekly 

classes pretty much anything 

goes! Most dancers find that 

they prefer to wear dancing 

pumps or ghillies (lace-up 

dancing shoes), but other soft 

shoes are fine. Shoes must be 

non-marking to comply with 

school rules for use of the Gym.  

And you don’t even need to be 

Scottish! Although the dance 

style originated in the courtly 

dances of Scotland in the 

1700's, it is now danced all over 

the world. 

Nor do you need to be an 

experienced dancer. Everyone is 

welcome to take part in Scottish 

country dancing, regardless of 

age or experience. If you have 

never danced before, you will be 

given all the help and 

encouragement you need. At our 

classes, dances are walked 

through as many times as 

necessary before we dance 

them to music, so everyone can 

enjoy themselves. 

Most dances are danced in 

couples, it is customary to 

change partners for each dance. 

Beginners and experienced 

dancers are encouraged to 

dance together. Many of our club 

members come to classes and 

social dances alone, so you will 

always be able to find someone 

to dance with. 
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The Southend Girls’ Choir was 

founded in 1988, and has since 

built an enviable reputation 

across the South East and 

further afield. 

The choir has broadcast on 

television and radio, and 

performs regularly at prestigious 

concert halls and Cathedrals 

across the world. Together with 

The Southend Boys’ Choir, the 

choir has recorded with the 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, 

and has several commercial CDs 

to their name, entitled Angelis – 

Voices of Angels, which received 

major coverage on national radio 

stations. 

This summer they have been 

touring Canada. We look forward 

to welcoming the choir once 

more to Sandon.  

Tickets are £10 for adults,  

£5 for children under 11yrs 

Ticket includes a glass of wine/

Juice & nibbles 

To book your tickets please call 

Terry 01245 698988 

Christine  01245 281305  

Concert by The Southend Boys and Girls Choir 
Sunday 18

th
 September 5pm in Church 
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Ride and Stride Saturday 10 September 
Do consider riding, walking or even sponsoring a rider this yea 

My young grandson called the 

other day to wish me Happy 

Birthday. He asked me how old I 

was, and I told him, 80. My 

grandson was quiet for a 

moment, and then he asked, 

“Did you start at 1?” 
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Tea and Chat 

Every Tuesday  

10:15am – 11:30 am  

in St. Andrews Room.  

This is an opportunity where 

people can pop in for a cup of 

tea or coffee, chat, catch up on 

local news and make new 

friends. 

Are you lonely? 

Feeling blue? 

Then 'Tea and Chat' is 

Here for you 

Every Tuesday 

For an hour 

There's tea and chat 

And so much more 

So come and join us 

Have some fun 

A welcome's here 

For everyone 

Saturday 17th September    

Men’s Breakfast Speaker Tim 

Ball from Meadgate Church    

This is always a good way to 

start your Saturday with a Full 

English breakfast. 

8.30am at Butts Green Garden 

Centre. Book you place on the 

list at the back of the church or 

telephone Dennis on 01245 

472997 by 12th September. 

Tuesday 4
th

 October 

Visit to Greek 
Orthodox Monastery 
Tolleshunt St Knights 
We will leave after Tea and 

chat and travel by car to have 

lunch at local pub and then go 

onto Monastery for 1.30pm 

Please sign list at the back of 

the church. 
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Parochial Church 
Meeting 18

th
 July 

Terry began by welcoming  

Rosemary Hoare from Sandon 

Parish Council and David 

Ferguson the Church Architect. 

A matter arising from the 

previous PCC was to deliver 

prayer letters for another year. 

Rosemary reported after a 

meeting with Terry and Cedric 

Calmeyer, that the Parish 

Council will cut the large area of 

grass on the left of the church 

path 7 times a year. There was 

a presentation by Michael 

Puffett about the trees and 

grass areas in front and beside 

the church. This matter is still 

ongoing. 

 A timetable for the roof repair 

was explained by David 

Ferguson with opportunity for 

questions.  Nick Bobeldijk then 

presented up to date finance 

figures. 

Terry thanked everyone for their 

help and attendance at the 

village hall for the Parish Vision 

event with Nicholas Henshall 

and asked the PCC to 

encourage everyone to join the 

Parish Giving Scheme. 

David Farrar presented the 

fabric report, highlighting the 

renovations in the Garden of 

Remembrance and that we 

came third in the Best Kept 

Churchyard competition for the 

second year running. 

Terry told us of a Sandon 

Community Choir and the 

possibility of 2 scholars from 

Sandon School learning to play 

the organ. There was a brief 

discussion on how we could 

support the Howe Green Chapel 

in the future.  

A baby changing mat in the 

toilet was agreed, and 3  new 

names go to the Bishop for 

approval to be Eucharistic 

Ministers. The meeting closed 

with prayers and the Grace. 
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Politics 

Politics is the gentle art of getting 

votes from the poor and 

campaign funds from the rich, by 

promising to protect each from 

the other. Oscar Amringer, "the 

Mark Twain of American 

Socialism." 

I offered my opponents a deal: "if 

they stop telling lies about me, I 

will stop telling the truth about 

them". Adlai Stevenson, 

campaign speech, 1952. 

Saturday 8th  

October Ladies Breakfast  

Speaker Revd. Jo Jones  

Priest in Charge of Writtle, 

8.30am at Butts Green Garden 

Centre. Book you place on the 

list at the back of the church or 

telephone Janet on 01245 

472997 by 3rd  October. 

Village Hall, Snows Corner,  

Wickham Bishops, CM8 3JZ 

24th & 25th September 

Cotton Scatterers Patchwork & 

Quilting Group’s 4th Tri-annual 

exhibition at The Village Hall, 

Wickham Bishop’s. Open 

10:00 am – 4:00pm. 

A wonderful display of quilts etc 

plus tombola, demonstrations, 

craft sales, refreshments. 

Admittance £3.00, children 

under 12 free. Proceeds to 

chosen charities. Disabled 

friendly. 

Contact Liz Bickers 01245 

690260 lizbickerslb@gmail.com 
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A politician is a fellow who will 

lay down your life for his country. 

Texas Guinan. 19th century 

American businessman 

I have come to the conclusion 

that politics is too serious a 

matter to be left to the politicians. 

Charles de Gaulle, French 

general & politician 

Instead of giving a politician the 

keys to the city, it might be better 

to change the locks. Doug 

Larson (English middle-distance 

runner who won gold medals at 

the 1924 Olympic Games in 

Paris, 1902-1981) 

We hang petty thieves and 

appoint the bigger thieves to 

public office. Aesop, Greek slave 

& fable author. 

You are invited to join us for our 

Harvest Festival on 

Sunday 9th October at 10am 

This year we will welcome 

Chelmsford Cathedral Choir 

to lead our singing. 

We also welcome the Mayor 

of Chelmsford to our service 

I do hope you can attend this 

special service 

As last year we will be 

supporting the Chelmsford 

Foodbank, and as part of our 

service we will be given an 

update of their work 

This will be followed by our 

Harvest Lunch. Please join us 

after the service. 

Please can you bring much 

needed food which is on their 

shopping list: 

• Long Life Milk (Blue or 

Green),  

• Sugar, Fruit Juice (carton)  

• Tinned Meat, Tinned Carrots, 

Mixed Veg. (no pulses) & 

Sweetcorn, Rice Puddings  

• Packets & tinned custard  

• Sponge Puddings, Tinned 

Fruit  

• Instant coffee (small and 

medium), Instant Mash 

Potato  

• Pasta Sauce, Jam  

• Snack bars, Shampoo and 

Shower Gel, Deodorants 

(male & female), Washing up 

Liquid  

• Washing powder/liquid  
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Marriage - It's an agreement in 

which a man loses his bachelor 

degree and a woman gains her 

masters...  

Father - A banker provided by 

nature. 

Criminal - A person no different 

from the rest… except that he/

she got caught. 

Sunday 30
th

 October 
3 pm 

Service of Remembrance  
for loved ones 

Each year near to All Souls Day 

(Nov 2nd) many churches hold  

services of remembering giving 

an opportunity for people to 

come and remember their loved 

ones. It is equally appropriate 

for people who lost a loved one 

a long time ago or recently. The 

service will last less than an 

hour and will be simple, quiet 

and peaceful. We will read out 

the names of those to be 

remembered and you will be 

invited to light a candle in their 

memory if you wish. Please tell 

other members of your family, 

your friends and neighbours 

and ask all to come along. It is 

a time for quiet reflection and 

peace. Please write names on 

the list at the back of the church 

or email  Revd. Terry 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Saturday 12th November   

Men’s Breakfast  

Speaker Nicholas Henshall 

Dean of Chelmsford   

Nicholas is an excellent 

speaker who will certainly wake 

you up on a Saturday morning. 

It is great that he has found the 

time to come and speak to us. I 

do hope you can join us for a 

Full English breakfast at 

8.30am at Butts Green Garden 

Centre. Book you place on the 

list at the back of the church or 

telephone Dennis on 01245 

472997 by 7th November. 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 

www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN  

by the 10th of the month 

preceding publication. 

From the Registers 

We welcomed into God's church 

by Baptism 

Russell Harris 7th August 

We celebrated the Marriage of  

Paul and Victoria Potter 23rd July 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 

Our Page Answers: 1. overtaking 
2. Underground  3. overcoat 4. overalls 
5. underarm 6. undertaker 7. overboard 

8. underwear 
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Wonderful Word Definitions... 

Life Insurance - A contract that 

keeps you poor all your life so 

that you can die rich. 

Nurse - A person who wakes you 

up to give you sleeping pills. 

Operation Christmas Child 
10am Sun 6

th
 November 

Try to imagine the difference a 

shoebox with a few toys and 

gifts makes to a child. If you 

think that, for many, this is the 

first time they will receive any 

present at Christmas, it helps 

understand. 

Many are abandoned or have 

been removed from abuse, are 

ill, or are living in poverty or 

squalid conditions. The 

shoeboxes bring happiness, 

not only the presents, but as 

proof that someone is thinking 

of them and cares about them. 

This Christmas please share in 

the power of a gift - reminding 

a child that God loves them 

and  they have not been 

forgotten. Please help to send 

as many shoeboxes as we can. 

If you would like more details 

please pick up one of the 

leaflets at the back of the 

church. 

Sunday 13
th

 November 
10am Remembrance 

Day service 

All the family are welcome as 

we remember those who have 

paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

Sunday 13th November at 

10am 

Please join our uniformed 

organisations for this special 

service 
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Liz Bobeldijk writes about the 

Fayre, 

We would be very grateful for 

any of the following please:-  

• Full or empty Jam Jars 

(sweets, pencils, hair-bands 

etc.) 

• Cakes 

• Items for New or Nearly New 

Gift Stall 

• Toys (pre-loved or new, but 

must be in good condition) 

• Small Gifts suitable for 

Children to Purchase (for 

parents) 

• Gifts for Father Christmas 

(suitable for 1-10 years 

approx.) 

• Raffle Prizes 

We are also looking for any 

offers of help on the day, either 

setting up or helping on a stall. 

Please have a word with either  

Liz Bobeldijk  01245 471756  

Alison Read   01245 474858 

Saturday 19th November   

Christmas Fayre 

12 noon to 2.30 pm in Sandon 

Village Hall 

Lots of stalls including bottle 

tombola, gifts, children’s stall, 

cakes, bric and brac, Grand 

raffle and much more. Offers of 

help to Liz on 471756  

Come and have fun and do 

some Christmas Shopping at 

our Christmas Fayre 

Hot food, Cakes, Christmas 

Stalls, and ...  Father 

Christmas!  Free Admission 

Friday 25th November 

7.30pm 

Patronal Festival  

for St. Andrew 

Service followed by cheese 

and wine. 

Preacher The Venerable 

Elizabeth Snowden 

Archdeacon of Chelmsford.  

Do come and join us for this 

beautiful evening service  

The Deputy Mayor and 

Escort will be in attendance  
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New Year’s Eve and the 
Snail 
Elderly gent relaxing by his log 

fire with a good whiskey by his 

side on New Year’s Eve.  

Knock on the front door.  

Gent grumbles, gets up, opens 

door. No-one there. Looks down 

and sees a snail on the 

doorstep. He grabs it.  

"Gerroutovit !!!!" he yells, and 

flings the snail far out into the 

dark cold winter's night. 

One year later on the next New 

Year's Eve, there he is again, 

relaxing in his chair by the fire, 

whiskey in hand.  

Knock on the front door.  

He curses, and lifts himself 

slowly out his comfy chair. 

Opens the door, no-one there. 

He looks down and sees the 

snail on the doorstep again.  

"What did you do that for ?????" 

the snail said. 

Submitted by John Gruby 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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The Bishop of 
Bradwell’s Tea Party 

As a result of being nominated 

by Terry, I was privileged to be 

invited to a tea party at the 

Bishop of Bradwell’s house at 

Horndon-on-the-Hill, on 14th July, 

for those who had given long 

service to the church. It was held 

in a large marquee in the 

garden. There were some 70 

people present. On arrival, I 

spoke to an attractive lady and 

asked where she was from and 

she replied that she was the 

Archdeacon of Chelmsford. The 

Bishop’s wife, Gillian, gave us a 

lovely and encouraging message 

from the Bishop, who was still 

undergoing chemotherapy at the 

Royal Marsden. Thereafter we 

tucked into a lovely tea of 

sandwiches and strawberries 

and raspberries and cream. The 

only person I knew was Canon 

Martin Wood, who came to 

Sandon several times during the 

interregnum and we enjoyed the 

tea together. At the end we were 

all presented with an appropriate 

certificate. Thank you, Terry, for 

nominating me. 

Ron Woods 

Sandon’s organist 

The Attractive Lady 
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The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

A little girl was diligently 

pounding away on her 

grandfather’s word processor. 

She told him she was writing a 

story. “What’s it about?”, he 

asked. “I don’t know,” she 

replied. “I can’t read.” 

Let us be contented 
Let us be contented with what 

has happened and be thankful 

for all that we have been spared. 

Let us accept the natural order of 

things in which we move. 

Let us reconcile ourselves to the 

mysterious rhythm of our 

destinies, such as they must be 

in this world of space and time. 

Let us treasure our joys but not 

bewail our sorrows. 

The glory of light cannot exist 

without its shadows. 

Life is a whole, and good and ill 

must be accepted together. The 

journey has been enjoyable and 

well worth making - once. 

Winston Churchill 
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The Apostles James 

I wonder whether I’m alone in 

being confused by the Biblical 

James’s but here are a few 

observations. 

James the Greater (Feast Day 

25 July) 

An apostle, generally regarded 

as one of the three most 

important.   Brother of John who 

together with Peter was present 

in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and at the Transfiguration (6th 

August) and so had a certain 

precedence.    He preached in 

Spain and was the first of the 

apostles to be martyred by being 

beheaded. 

His body was taken to Spain and 

his relics are in a shrine in the 

great cathedral at Santiago de 

Compostela.   Those who 

attended  our Lent course this 

year will have learned more 

about this and about the 

pilgrimage made there by so 

many.   It is one of Europe’s 

greatest networks of pilgrimage 

routes, including some from the 

UK. 

Then there is James the Less  

(Feast Day 1st May)    Also one 

of the twelve Apostles.    Little 

seems to be known of him.    

Likely he was Matthew’s brother 

– nowhere stated but both were 

sons of Alphaeus  (Mark ch2v14 

and Luke ch6v15).    He was 

martyred by stoning. 

What of James, the Lord’s 

brother?  (Matt.ch13v55 )-  or 

half brother actually since Mary 

was a perpetual virgin.    There is 

some suggestion that he was the 

same person as James the Less 

but the biblical evidence 

suggests not (Mark ch3 v18) 

He was responsible for the 

Gospel of James which did not 

become part of the Holy Bible, -  

the so-called Infancy Gospel.    

This tells of the events of Mary’s 

past,   in particular of Joachim 

and Anne (her parents)  - Feast 

Day 26th July -  and the 

implication of the immaculate 

conception  (8th December).    He 

also wrote(?) the New Testament 

Epistle of James.    He was 

eventually martyred but was not 

one of the twelve Apostles. 

Oh dear: I have written this but 

still feel confused.   Maybe I 

have encouraged someone to 

enquire further and respond. 

Michael Puffett 

Response to St James 

Thank you Michael for raising 

questions and hopefully opening 

discussions about the several St 

James’s. I have been fascinated 

to try to look further into some of 

the quandaries. 

I was reading the Church of 

England Newspaper today 

(Friday 5th August) and noticed a 

short article about raising funds 
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for a new Anglican centre at 

Santiago de Compostela in 

Spain. It comments: ‘at what is 

believed to be the burial site of 

James, brother of Jesus’. 

Obviously some differences of 

opinion about which James! 

Then I began researching in 

John Drane’s ‘Introducing the 

New Testament’, ‘The Lion 

Handbook of the Bible’, ‘The 

History of Christianity, the 

internet and the Bible. 

James, brother of Jesus, in Matt 

13:55, is identified as a brother 

when Jesus taught in his home 

town – but brother can 

apparently be interpreted as 

‘cousin’. Not sure about the 

information about Mary and the 

Gospel of James – it is not 

included in the bible - maybe for 

good reasons! ‘Mary does 

appear outside the New 

Testament, but the documents 

start looking very much like 

pieces of ancient fiction. The 

best source for her is a 

document from the second 

century called the Proto-

Evangelium of James (or The 

Gospel of James). It's a 

parochial text and it talks in great 

detail about her parents, her 

upbringing, her age when she 

conceived Jesus and so on. The 

disappointing thing about it is 

that most of it is probably made 

up’ – from BBC article with 

contributions from 6 present day 

academic historians and 

theologian – probably not of the 

Catholic persuasion! Historians 

Josephus and Eusebius report 

James was martyred in AD 62 by 

stoning. Interestingly 

www.spiritualtravels.info suggest 

it was this James that was then 

carried to Compostela! 

James, brother of John, son of 

Zebedee: –Matt 4:21 – Jesus 

calls James and John,  Acts 12:2 

he was martyred, put to death by 

the sword by Herod Agrippa 

soon after Peter’s return to 

Jerusalem in AD 44. 

www.galiciaguide.com suggests 

it is James the apostle who was 

beheaded and then his body 

taken to Compostela. 

James, son of Alphaeus: is 

apparently mentioned in Spanish 

tradition. It is said that 

Theodorus, Bishop of Iria 

discovered James’ tomb in 

Santiago in 835, after being 

guided there by a star. Again 

controversy about the many 

James’s! Many of the websites 

concerning the pilgrimage to 

Compostela prefer James ‘the 

apostle’ meaning James brother 

of John. 

Not at all sure I have reached 

any conclusions. More 

discussions to be had perhaps. 

Judy Cecil 



Sandon Parish Magazine September 2016 Page 26 

Farming Today 

Having watched Country File on 

Sunday and seen some poorly 

shorn sheep, we appreciated the 

good job our New Zealand 

shearers made doing our flock of 

500. Three of them completed 

the shearing and wrapping of 

fleeces in 6 hours. The rams are 

now being prepared to join the 

ewes in mid-September for 

lambing in mid-March next year. 

It is a late harvest this year 

probably a good two weeks later 

than normal, as usual farming 

being completely controlled by 

the weather. The barley crop is 

now harvested and was 

disappointing; both the yield and 

sample being poor. The wheat 

crop seems to be yielding better 

and with modern varieties it is 

easily harvested. We have three 

foreign students from New 

Zealand, Australia and 

Zimbabwe. All are proving 

satisfactory. One student from 

Ireland returned home deciding 

the tackle used here is too large 

and they didn’t feel confident 

enough to handle it. 

The sheep yards have been 

cleared of dung ready to store 

grain. The dung heap beside 

Woodhill Road was a pain this 

year. It was set alight and we 

were accused of lighting it 

ourselves! The Chief Fire Officer 

advised to let it burn out. The 

Environment Officer arrived after 

a complaint from the public 

wanting assurance it would not 

be on the same site again. This 

was not agreed to! One wonders 

why people choose to come and 

live in the countryside! 

The large bales of straw are sent 

up to Eye for use in the power 

station. The hot weather put 

stress on the newly planted trees 

and hedges so regular watering 

is essential. The 200 acres of 

beans are always the last to be 

harvested and so yet to be done. 

These go for animal and human 

consumption. Having pretested 

certain fields, lime is applied to 

cope with acidity in the soil. After 

harvest the fields are quickly 

prepared for the oilseed rape 

crop and are sprayed to control 

weeds and clean the ground. 

Gillian Speakman Give us this day our daily bread 
Wheat ready for harvest 
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St Andrew’s, Sandon 
Offered £61,900 

St Andrew’s Church in Sandon 

will benefit from £61,900 to 

address roof repairs.  

The church successfully applied 

for the grant through the 

Government-funded Listed 

Places of Worship: Roof Repair 

Fund (LPOWRRF). 

The four slopes of the nave and 

North Aisle roofs will be re-tiled, 

making sure the church remains 

watertight. The architect reported 

this work needed doing in his 

last 5 yearly building inspection 

and a subsequent survey. The 

parochial church council and the 

Friends of Sandon Church will 

both contribute too. 

This money is part of a wider 

funding package of £22.9million 

to 401 historic places of worship 

across the UK. The LPOWRRF 

was launched by the Chancellor 

in his Autumn Statement in 

December 2014 and the funding 

package has now seen a total of 

903 places of worship across the 

UK receive a share of £55million.  

The LPOWRRF is administered 

by the National Heritage 

Memorial Fund (NHMF) on 

behalf of the Department for 

Culture Media and Sport 

(DCMS). 

The LPOWRRF was open to 

organisations, trusts and 

congregations of all faiths and 

denominations with the 

responsibility of looking after a 

listed place of worship. To be 

eligible for funding buildings 

were required to be listed and 

used for public worship.  Places 

of worship that had received a 

previous repair grant from 

English Heritage, Historic 

Scotland, Cadw, the Northern 

Ireland Environment Agency, the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and/or 

other National Lottery distributor, 

and where that project is not yet 

finished, were not eligible to 

apply. 

NHMF was set up in 1980 to 

save the most outstanding parts 

of our national heritage, in 

memory of those who have given 

their lives for the UK. It is to 

receive £20m Government grant 

in aid between 2011-15 allowing 

for an annual budget of £4m-

£5m. More information can be 

found at www.nhmf.org.uk  

A full list of awards across the 

UK can be found at www.gov.uk/

dcms or www.lpowroof.org.uk 
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Tots Summer Party 

July 20th 2016 

The last Wednesday of the 

school year always sees the 

toddler group relocate into the 

churchyard for our own Teddy 

Bears’ Picnic under the shade of 

the trees and this year was no 

exception. 

The weather was very kind to us, 

allowing us to play amongst the 

trees and eat our picnic (or mini-

feast) at the children’s tables that 

had been set out in the 

churchyard. We had lots of lovely 

donations to the food table 

including sausage rolls, cheese, 

crisps, drinks, salads, 

strawberries, melon, cakes, 

chocolate brownies, sweeties 

and much, much more! 
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With record numbers attending, 

we had around 20-22 babies/

children with a similar number of 

adults if we include parents & 

helpers on the day! 

The time just flew so no time for 

songs; however there was time 

to say farewell to Annie, who 

after 5 incredible years at Tots is 

heading off to ‘big school’. We 

celebrate the energy that Annie 

has brought to the group and all 

the fun times we have shared 

together and wish her much love 

and God’s blessings for the next 

chapter in her life. 

As our end of term gift every Tot 

received a bookmark with the 

Lords Prayer on it and we hope 

this will offer them comfort and 

give them strength as they grow 

into the busy world that faces 

them. 

This article will go into print as 

the new term begins and autumn 

will be just approaching, so we 

take this opportunity to wish all 

our Tots and their families the 

very best for the new season 

ahead and thank them for all 

their support. 

Tiny Tots Team 
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Cod and Chorizo Stew 

1 tablespoon olive oil,  

1 large onion finely chopped,  

4 cod fillets,  

200g cooking chorizo chopped 

into small pieces,  

400g can chopped tomatoes,  

400g can butter beans,  

Chopped parsley 

Heat the oil in a deep frying pan 

and cook the onion for about 5 

minutes until it starts to soften. 

Then add the chorizo and cook 

for a few minutes to release the 

oil.  

Coat the onion in the chorizo oil, 

then tip in the can of tomatoes.  

Fill the can with water and pour 

that in as well.  

Season with a little pepper and 

bring to the boil. 

Once boiling, nestle the cod 

fillets into the pan.  

Reduce the heat and simmer for 

about 7 minutes.  

Gently mix in the drained butter 

beans and cook for another 

couple of minutes until hot.  

Scatter the chopped parsley on 

top and serve in a bowl, maybe 

with some warm bread to soak 

up the juices. 

I saw this in an old magazine, 

and we have enjoyed it. Hope 

you do too.  Narelle Arnold 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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Over & Under? 
The answers to all of these are 

either Over or Under… 

1. When a car passes 

another vehicle. 

2. In London, they call it the 

Tube. 

3. A thick winter garment you 

wear outside. 

4. Dungarees, or worn to do a 

dirty job. 

5. One way to throw a 

ball. 

6. Another name for a funeral 

director. 

7. When someone falls off a 

boat. 

8. Knickers, vests etc. 

Answers on Page17 

�������������������  

On a school trip to France, the 

teachers were reminding the 

children about behaving properly. 

‘And,’ said the head teacher, 

‘what do you do if one of the 

children falls overboard?’ ‘Shout 

for help, sir,’ said one boy. 

‘Good. And what do you do if 

one of the teachers 

falls overboard?’  

‘Which one, sir?’ 

Let Down By His Friends 

In the Bible there are many 

accounts of Jesus healing 

people. You can read about one 

in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 2, 

verses 3-12. I like this one 

because it is about friends. 

The four men made a 

tremendous effort to bring their 

paralysed friend to Jesus. When 

they reached the house where 

Jesus was it was surrounded by 

lots of people; they could have 

given up and gone home. But 

they didn’t. What did they do? 

At that time houses had flat roofs 

and a stairway outside the house 

that led up to the roof. The four 

men broke through the roof and 

lowered their friend down on his 

bed. Imagine all the faces 

looking up and wondering what 

was going on as the dust, earth 

and lumps of wood fell down! 

Then the Bible says "When 

Jesus saw their faith…"  

The all important change came 

from faith - not from the faith of 

the man but from the faith of his 

friends. One man’s life changed 

forever because of four good 

friends and one Best Friend, 

Jesus. 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
David Farrar* 

Mark Champness* 

471484 

472299 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil,  
Anna Cosby, Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 
 Dennis Terry and Janet Terry 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  8:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 


